GUIDANCE DOCUMENT:  MAPLE SYRUP PRODUCTION


Producers of Baystate Organic certified organic maple syrup are subject to the general requirements of organic crop production, including recordkeeping, wherever appropriate.  No Prohibited materials listed anywhere in the National Organic Standards may be used in production or handling of maple syrup.  Producers should engage in forest management practices, such as stand thinning, which select for healthy, vigorous trees and which provide for a stand composed of trees in all age categories.  A sugarlot composed of all mature or overmature trees, with few or no young succession trees, is not desirable.  

In response to the stresses to which maple trees are now being exposed – pollution, insects, weather, and diseases – the following tapping guidelines are now being instituted:
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Where overt signs of stress are present (crown dieback or poor taphole closing) the tree should either not be tapped, or tapped with not more than ½ of the taps allowed for a tree of its size.

Cleanliness in all parts of the sap collecting and boiling process should be scrupulously maintained.  All tubing, buckets, holding tanks, drums, etc, should be cleaned and stored properly during the off season.

Reverse osmosis machines are allowed, but should be back flushed regularly to maintain membrane efficiency, and should be rinsed thoroughly if any cleaners have been used in cleaning.  Only Allowed cleaning agents may be used.

All land on which trees are to be tapped must be included in the application.  This may include land either owned or not owned by the applicant, but it must be managed year-round according to these standards.  A written rental or tapping agreement, indicating year round compliance to these standards is required on all land that is not owned but is used for tapping purposes by the applicant.  Such written agreement is required on all parcels of land during the first year each parcel is included in the application, when there is change in ownership, or when there is a change in management (including land usage), whichever is sooner.

Where tapped trees abut land that is actively managed with non-organic practices, the usual 50 foot buffer, measured from the drip line of the maple trees, should be observed.  A buffer zone reduction may be requested in cases where the buffer is less than 50 feet.

